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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's amendment and accompanying remarks filed May 14, 2012 are 
acknowledged. 

2. Examiner acknowledges amended claims 20-21, 25-27, 31 and 35. 

3. Examiner acknowledges newly added claim 36. 

4. The objection to claim 35 is overcome by applicant's amendment. 

5. The rejection of claim 31 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph is overcome by 
applicant's amendment. 

6. The rejection of claims 20-22, 25-29 and 31-35 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kami et al., U.S. Patent Number 5,114,180 is withdrawn due to applicant's 
argument. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 20-22, 28-29, 31 and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ferziger et al., U.S. Patent Number 4,677,016. 

Ferziger discloses a tightly woven fiberglass fabric substrate which is coated on at least one 
surface thereof with one or more layers of a foam coating composition (see abstract and column 
2, lines 5-26). It is disclosed in column 3, lines 17-39 that the face coating (first layer) comprises 
a polymeric carrier such as polyvinyl chloride and acrylic polymer latexes. It is disclosed in 
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column 2, lines 48-51 that the fabric is a Jacquard woven. The reference discloses that the face 
coating (first layer) is applied in the amount of 0.125 to about 1.0 ounces per square yard (see 
column 5, lines 33-38). Reference claim 3 discloses at least three (3) coating layers. Applicant's 
claims contain open language and would allow for more than two coating layers. Applicant's 
claim 20 is very broad as to the components comprising the first and second layers. Claim 20 is 
directed to the product. Claims 21-22 recite limitations that apply to a treatment of the product. 
Applicant claims a first layer that is closer to the fabric surface than the second layer and that the 
second layer does not comprise silicon. Ferziger discloses a Jacquard woven that has one or 
more coatings comprising a polymeric foam coating composition. None of the coatings in the 
reference comprise silicone. The Ferziger reference discloses a product with the same 
components as required by present claim 20. Therefore, it would be expected that the coated 
fabric of the Ferziger reference exhibit the same limitations as required in present claims 21-22. 
Additionally, Ferziger discloses an elastomeric coating system (polymeric latexes), which have a 
tensile strength of at least 600 psi. 

It should be noted that the recitation of "side impact curtain airbag" is not given patentable 
weight at this time since the prior art meets the structural and/or chemical limitations set forth 
and there is nothing on record to evidence that the prior art could not function in the desired 
capacity or that there is some additional implied structure associated with the term. The burden 
is shifted upon the Applicant to evidence the contrary. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. Claims 25-27 and 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ferziger et al., U.S. Patent Number 4,677,016 in view of lino et al., U.S. Patent Number 
6,142,520. 

10. Ferziger discloses a tightly woven fiberglass fabric substrate which is coated on at least 
one surface thereof with one or more layers of a foam coating composition (see abstract and 
column 2, lines 5-26). It is disclosed in column 3, lines 17-39 that the face coating (first layer) 
comprises a polymeric carrier such as polyvinyl chloride and acrylic polymer latexes. It is 
disclosed in column 2, lines 48-51 that the fabric is a Jacquard woven. The reference discloses 
that the face coating (first layer) is applied in the amount of 0.125 to about 1.0 ounces per square 
yard (see column 5, lines 33-38). Reference claim 3 discloses at least three (3) coating layers. 
Applicant's claims contain open language and would allow for more than two coating layers. 
Applicant's claim 20 is very broad as to the components comprising the first and second layers. 
Claim 20 is directed to the product. Claims 21-22 recite limitations that apply to a treatment of 
the product. Applicant claims a first layer that is closer to the fabric surface than the second 
layer and that the second layer does not comprise silicon. Ferziger discloses a Jacquard woven 
that has one or more coatings comprising a polymeric foam coating composition. None of the 
coatings in the reference comprise silicone. The Ferziger reference discloses a product with the 
same components as required by present claim 20. It should be noted that the recitation of "side 
impact curtain airbag" is not given patentable weight at this time since the prior art meets the 
structural and/or chemical limitations set forth and there is nothing on record to evidence that the 
prior art could not function in the desired capacity or that there is some additional implied 
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structure associated with the term. The burden is shifted upon the Applicant to evidence the 
contrary. 

Ferziger does not disclose that the first layer comprises polyurethane. Ferziger discloses that the 
face coating comprises a foam composition comprised of polyvinyl chloride or acrylic polymer 
latexes. lino dicloses a pair of laminated films adhered to a woven fabric. lino discloses an 
elastomer layer formed of polyurethane and a shape holding layer comprising made from 
polycarbonate, polyamide, polyester or polyimide. Figure 7 of the lino reference illustrates that 
the polyurethane layer is one the woven fabric surface. lino discloses that when a thermoplastic 
elastomer such as polyurethane is selected that impact shock can be mitigated and the strength 
between the layers is increased with resistance to penetration (see lino: column 6, lines 38-42). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have the first layer of 
the Ferziger reference be a polyurethane layer in order to have increased strength between the 
first and second layers. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the present claims have been considered but are 
moot because the arguments do not apply to any of the references being used in the current 
rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CAMIE THOMPSON whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1530. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 6:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jennifer Chriss can be reached on 571-272-7783. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/CAMIE THOMPSON/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1786 



